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At Churchend Primary Academy we are committed to providing a curriculum which is broad and balanced, and provides our pupils with opportunities to gain essential knowledge, skills and understanding which will enable them to flourish and reach their full potential academically, physically and artistically. Whilst our curriculum encompasses the formal requirements of the National Curriculum, our vision is to allow our pupils to be articulate and provide them with a range of learning experiences beyond the classroom which inspire our pupils and helps shape their futures; ensuring they become the best possible version of themselves. 
As part of this vision, we expand and enhance the breadth of our curriculum by incorporating a Forest School programme that will uphold the high standards and expectations that our Academy sets for its pupils and serve as a foundation to increasing their life skills and experiences throughout their primary school education.
The Forest School programme is a child-centred inspirational learning process, that offers holistic growth through regular sessions. It is a long-term programme that promotes exploration, supported risk taking and development of confidence and self-esteem through positive experiences in a natural environment. These experiences will provide opportunities to transfer the skills and knowledge from the Forest School programme into the classroom, life outside the Academy and into the wider world.
Implementation
Churchend Primary Academy implements its programme through adhering to the six guiding principles of Forest School:
1. Forest School is a long-term process of regular sessions. The cycle of planning, observation, adaption and review links each session. 
2. Forest School takes place in a woodland or natural environment to support the development of a relationship between the learner and the natural world. 
3. Forest School aims to promote the holistic development of all those involved, fostering resilient, confident, independent and creative learners. 
4. Forest School offers learners the opportunity to take supported risks appropriate to their environment and to themselves. 
5. Forest School uses a range of learner centred processes to create a community for development and learning. 
6. Forest School is run by qualified Forest School practitioners who continuously maintain and develop their professional practice.
A progressive curriculum begins in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) with children in nursery and reception classes having a weekly Forest School session, throughout their 2 years in EYFS. The curriculum builds on the skills and knowledge experienced in EYFS and links with the National Curriculum in year 1, continuing throughout the Academy until year 6. The Forest School programme links with the National Curriculum subjects of science, geography and PSHE so that outdoor learning takes place in the Forest School area on site and extends to a range of environmental areas in the local community. Particular cohorts and groups of children are identified for additional Forest School learning experiences to further develop personal, social and emotional skills and encourage team work and collaboration as well as building self-esteem, confidence and resilience. These children are identified using the Boxall Profile assessment.
The Forest School programme is carefully planned and sequenced to build on prior learning, skills and experiences with a degree of flexibility to take into account the child-centred learning focus of the Forest School ethos.  The programme is planned by the Academy’s level 3 trained Forest School Leader who supports other teachers to implement Forest School strategies into National Curriculum subjects and wider learning opportunities.

Impact
The impact of the robust Forest School programme means that children at Churchend Primary Academy will be well-rounded individuals prepared for learning. They will be confident and resilient learners, able to work collaboratively and co-operatively with their peers. Children will become more able to regulate their emotional and mental well-being, enabling them to be secure in skills and knowledge necessary to continually improve themselves in their Academy career and for life in the wider world.
As children grow in confidence in their abilities in the outdoor environment, they will begin to understand, assess and manage their own risk and safety. This will allow the children to become more independent, identify personal limits and exceed them. Children will employ problem-solving, logical thinking and self-reflection but crucially, children will recognise that making errors and learning from them is an essential aspect of learning.
Children will develop an interest in outdoor spaces and respect for the environment. Encouraging children to develop a relationship with the natural world will help in protecting the environment for future generations.
Our curriculum will also enable our pupils to become respectful members of their diverse community and make a positive contribution. Our pupils are emotionally ready to be curious, lifelong learners who are empowered to meet the challenges of a rapidly changing world. 
We will measure the impact of curriculum through:
· Pupil developmental and diagnostic data. 
· Behaviour. 
· Pupil questionnaires. 
· Pupil Voice.
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