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RE teaching at Churchend Primary Academy promotes religious literacy by assisting children in developing a knowledge and understanding of world faiths (Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism) and world views.  We want children to be able to engage in and have informed conversations with others about these beliefs; to have an understanding that everyone has the right to their own beliefs and practices, and to respect these. 
At Churchend Primary Academy, we will promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.
Lessons are planned from the Discovery Scheme, which has an enquiry-based approach- this allows children to deepen critical thinking skills through greater subject knowledge and to develop on their own spiritual journey.  Each unit has a key question, which is explored with a 4-step process: 
· Engagement: How can I relate to the underpinning concept in my own world?
· Investigation:  What do I need to learn about the religion in order to answer the big question? 
· Evaluation: How well can I apply this knowledge to the big question using critical thinking/evaluation skills? 
· Expression: Can I express what difference this enquiry has made to me, my thinking and my starting point?
Wherever possible, visits to places of worship, religious visitors (including members of the Academy community such as staff and parents) to share knowledge, experiences and beliefs, and artefacts / sources will be used to ensure the faiths are brought to life for them, therefore offering a multi-sensory, hands-on learning style in the hope of a deeper engagement with the subject.
Implementation
All teachers understand the importance of teaching RE and are supported in planning / delivering it by the scheme itself and if they need further advice / support, this is always on offer from the RE coordinator. 
All teachers to use the Discovery Scheme to deliver all timetabled lessons and support the learning by organising visits to a Christian place of worship (all year groups) and to a place of worship for another faith (Year 2: Mosque, Year 3: Hindu temple; Year 4: Buddhist temple, Year 5: Gurdwara; Year 6: Mosque).  Where possible, visitors of different faiths are invited in to share their knowledge, experiences and beliefs and artefacts are provided for children to explore and draw information from.  In KS2, RE is taught by two teachers to ensure dedicated time is given to the subject and therefore a deepening of knowledge and understanding takes place.
Key questions in the pupil’s books mark the beginning of each unit and any relevant vocabulary is shared with families via the driver planner which can be located on the Academy website.  A range of activities to deepen knowledge and understanding are provided and verbal feedback given as the learning takes place.  Where appropriate, written questions / follow up tasks are given to children to address misconceptions or take their learning deeper and children are given time to complete these. Differentiation is by targeted questioning and by outcome.
The Churchend staff has a variety of different beliefs / world views and where / when appropriate, these beliefs are shared with the children.  Staff all value and respect one another for their similarities and their differences- this provides a great role model for the children to follow. In today’s diverse society, an understanding and acceptance of people’s beliefs is essential in the aim to have a world which can live in harmony.
Each year group will organize an assembly on a specified celebration and deliver to this to another part of the Academy community.  Nursery – December time: perform a Christmas Carol / song from their play; Reception – March time: Holi; Year 1 – October time: Harvest; Year 2 – Beginning of November: Remembrance; Year 3 – April time: Easter; Year 4- Buddha’s birthday (Veesak) / Saint ; Year 5- 2nd half of November: Diwali; Year 6 – Mid May time after SATs: Eid al-Fitr

Impact
Children enjoy RE because they are able to learn about the faiths and beliefs of their peers and children who have a greater knowledge enjoy being able to share this and guide the other children with their learning.  Also, it is a subject which allows them to discuss, to hold different beliefs and views and to have these beliefs and views valued and respected.  Often pupils work together in pairs or small groups- they enjoy the sociable nature of the subject and are often confident and proud to share their knowledge and understanding. They also enjoy playing games, acting out stories and having real life artefacts to explore as this makes their learning more tangible, as do the visits to the places of worship which have been highly successful in deepening their knowledge and understanding of the faiths they study.  Through RE, personal, social and emotional skills are developed and the Churchend Primary Academy community is one which displays mutual respect for one another and an interest in / tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.
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