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At Churchend Primary Academy, learners in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), nursery and reception, are offered a broad and balanced curriculum that carefully considers the learning opportunities and experiences required by pupils in order to fulfil their potential. We recognise each learner as a unique child, ensuring that personal, social, emotional development and academic learning provide the education and care for all children in our early years provision. We follow the EYFS framework, enabling children to leave EYFS with confidence, a positive attitude towards learning and well-equipped with essential knowledge and skills to access the National Curriculum and make progress throughout Academy and future life. 
Implementation
All teaching staff contribute to providing an exciting and challenging curriculum, with communication and language underpinning all seven areas of learning and development. Nursery staff focus on securing a strong foundation in the 3 prime areas which is consolidated and built upon in reception. Planning and provision in the specific areas of learning across the EYFS, enables children to strengthen and apply the prime areas of learning and development, particularly in communication and language skills and extending vocabulary.  
This curriculum is carefully tailored to the individual needs and interests of the children, while also reflecting the Academy community. This enables children to achieve the early learning goals at the end of the EYFS and prepare them for year 1. This is achieved through adopting an approach consistent with the rest of the Academy, including curriculum priorities, subject progression maps and knowledge webs and how these can be used to meet the needs of the youngest learners with a particular focus on experiential learning and language development.  
As such, the offering in the EYFS classrooms and outdoor environment incorporates:
· A language-rich environment.
· A variety of practical and hands-on activities.
· Play-based learning which is purposeful and meaningful.
· Staff who are well-trained to provide high quality enabling environments through their positive interactions and conversations with children.  
Off-site activities provide children with experiences within the familiarity of their local community to extend their existing knowledge. They also provide opportunities which allow children to take measured risks and extend their set of experiences. 
Staff are responsive to individual learners and their needs, by having an awareness of all children and their backgrounds. This is gained in partnership with previous settings and families from the very outset: contact with and visits to previous settings, home visits before children start and a gradual transition which provides confidence for children and their families. The home/Academy relationship is cemented by establishing a key person to support children and build relationships with parents and carers. This is further enhanced by all staff offering friendly, supportive daily interactions with families, ongoing skill sharing and open classroom events and holding information sessions which enable parents and carers to support their children effectively at home. 
Staff are qualified and skilled to ensure the curriculum reflects the three characteristics of effective teaching and learning. All staff contribute to professional dialogue regarding; provision of the early learning environment; the needs, interests and achievements of the children and the progress they make to achieving the best possible outcomes at the end of the EYFS.
Impact
Our children have varied and diverse starting points. Therefore, we have high expectations to ensure that all children make strong progress across all areas of learning and development in the EYFS. Children have opportunities to develop and demonstrate their knowledge and skills on a daily basis through a combination of well-planned and “in the moment" experiences, enabling environments and positive relationships and interactions with staff. 
Formative and summative assessment confirms that all children, including disadvantaged learners and those with additional needs, make rapid progress from their baseline on entry. We strive for children to achieve the early learning goals and a good level of development by the end of their reception year and to be at least in line with national expectations.
At the end of EYFS, children have reached a good standard in English language and are ready to benefit from the opportunities available to them when they begin year 1. EYFS assessment informs an ongoing dialogue between reception and year 1 staff about each child’s learning and development to support a smooth and successful transition to key stage 1. 
The impact of our EYFS curriculum is also measured by how effectively it helps our children develop into well rounded individuals who embody our Academy values and carry with them the knowledge, skills and attitudes which will make them lifelong learners and future citizens of the wider world.
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