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Golden Rules for starting at 
Churchend School
Always ask if any aspect of school life is unclear.
If you or your child have any worries please speak to your key person or another member of staff.
Support the school’s aims and follow school rules.
Be punctual for school.
Read with your child every night.
Ensure your child completes all homework set.
Attend parents’ consultation sessions and information events. 

What will my child need to bring/wear to school?

School uniform* *

Please see enclosed information.

PE kit and bag*

The children will take part in two PE sessions during the week. They need a drawstring bag to keep their kit in. Kit consists of navy blue shorts and a navy blue polo shirt with the school logo. Appropriate footwear is expected for outdoor PE sessions e.g. trainers. During the winter months you may provide your child with a navy tracksuit top and bottoms or similar for outdoor PE.

Reading folder*

The children will bring reading books, library books and homework home on a regular basis and need an appropriate book bag.

Lunch box

If you are providing your child with a packed lunch, please make sure it is in a secure container. If your child is having a school dinner, please remember to order by Wednesday of the previous week. 
Water container
The children need a drinks bottle or flask for water during the school day. This is stored separately from lunch boxes and therefore children need a separate container.

Coat

Your child needs a coat, appropriate for the weather conditions, in school every day. Even in the summer months we expect children to come to school with a coat.

Hats*

Your child will need a warm hat for winter and a baseball cap for summer.

Starred items* are available to purchase from the school supplier. Please see information about ordering online through our supplier.  www.mapaconline.com/schools/churchendschoolRG30
PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING AND PERSONAL BELONGINGS ARE CLEARLY MARKED WITH YOUR CHILD’S NAME.

Belongings do sometimes go missing but they are much more likely to be returned if they are obviously identifiable. Please take the time to mark your child’s clothing and belongings. Thank you.

The Early Years Foundation Stage
What is it?

The Early Years Foundation Stage is the period of learning and development from birth to 5 years. It includes different childcare providers including day nurseries, childminders and schools, working towards building a coherent and flexible approach to care and learning. All providers are required to use the EYFS to ensure that whatever setting parents choose, they can be confident that their child will receive a quality experience that supports their development and learning.

The last year of the EYFS is often referred to as the reception year as many children join a school reception class during that time. 

Why is it important?

The Early Years Foundation Stage gives children secure foundations for later learning. Childhood is important in itself and all children deserve to have enjoyable and satisfying childhood experiences. Early experiences will also affect children’s perceptions of and attitudes to learning in school, the local community and in the future.
At Churchend School we are committed to providing your child with a positive start to their school life. We aim to foster this experience as they progress through the school.

How will my child learn?

All children learn best from experience and play is the key to the way young children learn. At Churchend School we strive to provide experiences that stimulate, provoke curiosity, amaze and excite all the children in our care. Some activities are led by adults and others are initiated by the children themselves. All adults will support, guide and challenge the children to further develop their skills and understanding. We also encourage the children to practise social skills and build self-esteem, whilst always respecting others. We believe all these factors will enable the children to become more confident and independent learners.  
The Early Learning Goals
Within the Early Years Foundation Stage the children are working on seven areas of learning and development. Three areas are called ‘prime’ and are essential for building children’s enthusiasm and capacity to learn. The other four areas are called ‘specific’ and through these the prime areas are strengthened and applied. The majority of children will achieve most of the early learning goals by the end of the reception year. Some children will exceed them and adults in the setting will be ready to provide new challenges. Some children may need additional support to achieve the goals during the foundation stage and moving into year 1. 
The seven areas of learning and development are:
Prime Areas

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

This area involves developing positive attitudes to learning, social skills, respect for others and emotional well-being.
Communication and Language
This area involves developing good listening skills and maintaining attention. It covers how children speak to their peers and adults, using new vocabulary and understanding what has been said to them.

Physical Development

This area involves improving skills in movement and co-ordination, manipulation and control. It covers developing basic skills in handling sports equipment and selecting and using simple tools safely and with control. It also encourages children to understand the health benefits to being physically active.

Specific areas

Literacy

This area involves developing communication skills such as speaking and listening, enjoyment of stories and poetry, practicing phonic knowledge and beginning to read and write for different purposes.

Mathematics
This area involves basic mathematical skills of counting, matching and ordering numbers. It develops early ideas about adding and subtracting. Children are also encouraged to use mathematical equipment to find out about shape, measuring and collecting information in order to solve problems.
Understanding the World

This area involves developing knowledge, skills and understanding about the world in which they live. It encourages them to observe and ask questions, noticing similarities and differences around them. Children learn about science and technology, regularly using ICT. They find out about themselves and their families, including different cultures and beliefs.
Expressive arts and design
This area involves developing and extending children’s creative skills, making connections between one area of learning and another. It covers skills in art, music, dance, drama and imaginative play.
“Children get off to an excellent start in the EYFS so that they make rapid progress.”
“Due to outstanding provision for children in the nursery and reception class many children achieve a very high level of development by the end of EYFS. Staff regard each child as unique and take great care to help them to develop well in all aspects of their personality.”










Ofsted Report 2008

You can find out more about the EYFS by asking a member of staff or by using this website. 

http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/eyfs-statutory-framework/
Health, Hygiene and Safety Issues
Illness

If your child is poorly and unwell please do not send him or her to school. It is very stressful and upsetting for any child to be unwell at school when they really want to be at home with their parent or carer. If your child has been vomiting or suffering with diarrhoea at home he/she should not return to school until at least 48 hours after the sickness has ceased. This ensures that your child is fully recovered when they return to school and helps prevent the spreading of sickness to other children.

If your child will not be attending school due to illness please telephone the school office to let them know on the first day of absence. This enables the school to record an authorized absence into your child’s attendance record.

If your child is taken ill during the school day they will be cared for while we contact you to arrange to collect them. Please make sure we have contact numbers, including mobile numbers, for all parents and carers. Also we ask you to provide an emergency contact number if you are unavailable. Please make sure all these numbers are current and in use. If telephone numbers change, please make sure you inform office staff so that our information is kept up to date. Thank you.
Medicine

If your child requires prescribed medicine during the school day the school may be able to dispense it on your behalf. If the school agrees to give medicine to your child you must complete a medical form and sign it. A medical form can be obtained from the school office. All antibiotic medicines are kept in the fridge in a secure medical room and administered to your child, following your instructions.

For children who have specific medical conditions such as asthma or allergies, medication is kept in the classroom with details of medication to be given and any relevant treatment plan. All staff are trained in the use of epi-pens (to treat severe allergic reactions) and this training is updated yearly. Where possible, children are encouraged to manage their own medication (such as asthma inhalers) under the supervision of an adult.
Some medication such as epi-pens, Pirotin, asthma medication etc. have an expiry date. It is the responsibility of the parent or carer to check that this medication is in date.

Head Lice
It is highly likely that at some time in your child’s school career, he or she will get head lice. Please check your child’s hair on a regular basis. If hair is long it should be tied back neatly for school. This will reduce the likelihood of getting or passing on head lice.

Toilets
The toilets the children use during the day are situated in the classroom. When children first start school they may go to the toilet whenever they wish, as long as they tell an adult where they are going. We expect all children to be able to manage their own personal hygiene, including washing their hands once they have been to the toilet.

Beginning and End of the School Day

School begins at 8.55am and finishes at 3.15pm. We expect all children to be delivered to and collected from the classroom by a responsible adult. Please make sure you are punctual and observe these times. Arriving late in school can be disruptive to the morning routine and is often upsetting for the child concerned. Equally, children should be collected on time to avoid distressing your child. If somebody different is collecting your child please make a member of staff aware of this and introduce them to staff if possible. Ultimately the safety and security of the children is paramount and staff will seek authorization from a parent or carer if they are unsure about who is collecting the child from school.

School Entrance and Parking

Please ensure that you enter the school via the pedestrian access routes (Usk Road or Conwy Close). The school car park is for staff and goods deliveries only. The Avenue School car park should not be used by Churchend parents and carers in any circumstances. If you drive to school please park in or near Usk Road. Please DO NOT park on the zigzag yellow lines outside the gates. It is illegal, extremely selfish and very dangerous to all pedestrians walking into the school premises. Please also do not double park or wait in the middle of the road and always give consideration to our neighbours, avoiding blocking driveways and keeping junctions clear.
Churchend Primary School Parents Teachers and Friends’ Association

Churchend has an active PTFA. All parents and carers are automatically members, led by a committee which is elected annually.

They organize annual events such as the Christmas Fayre, Easter Egg Hunt and Summer Barbecue. There are also other events throughout the year for example children’s discos, raffles at Christmas productions and other fund raising events. 
Money raised on these occasions is used to enhance the children’s school environment, secure additional resources and provide extra treats for the children. For example, in recent years the PTFA has provided playground equipment, lunch time activities, DVD recorders and digital cameras for classes and crackers for Christmas Dinner and ice pops for Sports Day!
New parents are always welcome and encouraged to become involved. This can be as a committee member, running a stall at the Christmas Fayre, baking cakes or coming up with an ingenious fund raising idea!

The Parents’ Teachers’ and Friends Association can be contacted via the school office or met in the playground after school. Please do get involved as this is an excellent way to meet other parents and carers of the school.

Parental Help in School

We are always very grateful to parents or carers who are prepared to spare some time to help in the classroom. If you would like to offer your help then please speak to a member of staff. This can be on a regular basis or for previously arranged ‘one-off’ sessions. The children always love having parents and carers to work in the classroom with them and staff welcome the support. Please let us know if you are able to help.
Lunch Times and Snack Times
Your child can choose to bring a packed lunch to school or order a hot dinner from the school kitchen. There is no obligation to make the same choice of meal. You may change between the two as it suits you and your child’s needs.

School dinners are freshly prepared on the premises and need to be ordered a week in advance. If you wish, you may order up to a month in advance. Please make sure you have an up to date menu, available from the school office or on the school’s website. A school meal includes a drink, homemade bread and a pudding. Water and low sugar squash are always available. 

From September 2014 all children in reception classes and KS1 were eligible for free school meals but they will still need to be ordered in advance. You can do this through the school office or online.
We encourage children to adopt healthy lifestyles so please provide a balanced meal for your child if he or she is bringing a packed lunch from home. Please do not include fizzy drinks and only provide sweets and chocolate as occasional treats.
Children are supported in the dining room by well trained Lunch Time Carers. They will be encouraged to manage their food and cutlery independently with help given where necessary. They will be reminded to eat politely and sensibly.
When the children have finished their lunch they return to the reception area playground. Each reception class has a designated Lunch Time Carer who collects them for lunch, supervises them in the playground and looks after them until reception staff return for the afternoon session. The 2 classes are kept separate from the rest of the school with the 2 dedicated Lunch Time Controllers to supervise them. The children come inside 15 minutes early to enable them to go to the toilet, have drinks and listen to a story. This means they are settled and ready to start the afternoon session at 1pm.

The children will also have a mid morning snack. This will be a drink of milk or water and fresh fruit. The school participates in the government’s free fruit and vegetables scheme and we share this fruit in the morning. 

Baseline Assessment and the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile
During the first few weeks after your child has started school staff will carry out a baseline assessment. This is to gain an understanding of your child’s knowledge and skills as they start school. 
This assesses children’s attitudes to learning, social skills, confidence and self-esteem. It also is an opportunity to find out what language knowledge they have regarding letters of the alphabet, stories and early writing skills. There is also some assessment of knowledge of numbers and counting skills.
These assessments are carried out in a non-threatening way and as part of daily classroom activities. They are used to gain an insight into the children’s strengths and areas where they need additional support. This information helps us to plan activities appropriate to each individual child’s needs so that we can help them to build upon their strengths and further develop their skills. You are welcome to discuss these assessments with a member of staff. The first Parents’ Consultation Evening is a good opportunity to do so or earlier if you prefer.

During your child’s time in the reception class an Early Years Foundation Stage Profile is kept. This is a record of your child’s achievements in each of the 6 areas of learning. It includes, completed work, observations by staff and photos of your child. It is a celebration of your child’s successes whilst at school.

Information from your child’s previous setting is invaluable and will contribute to this profile. Staff in the nursery and reception classes meet to discuss individual children’s needs and achievements to aid transition from one class to the next. If your child did not attend nursery at Churchend we aim to contact the staff at their current setting and/or make a visit to find out as much about your child as possible. The previous setting will usually send on records and information to help us gain further understanding of your child.
However, the most effective way we find out about your child is from you as parents and carers. Please let us know anything about your child that you think will help them settle in to the reception class. This is particularly important if you or your child has concerns or worries or if circumstances at home change which may have an effect on your child whilst he or she is at school. Providing excellent care and education for your child is our priority and we do this best working in partnership with parents and carers.
Reading, Phonics and Handwriting
One of the most crucial skills your child will begin to develop as they start school is that of reading. Supporting your child in learning to read will have a tremendous impact on your child’s education and confidence. The more help and support you give them at home, the quicker your child will become a reader.

As well as bringing books home to practise reading skills your child will also be learning to use phonics (letter sounds) to help them support their reading and other essential skills such as spelling and handwriting.

The school follows the Read Write Inc programme for teaching reading, writing and phonics. This is a daily lesson where these basic skills are taught and reinforced in order to develop your child’s communication, language and literacy skills. 
Weekly homework linked to phonics will be given. Further information about how phonics is used in class and how you can support your child is included with the homework activities. We also complete talk homework on a weekly basis. This is to develop your child’s spoken language and, at a later date, their written work.

The handwriting and letter formation used at Churchend School is attached for your information. Please adopt this formation when practising writing at home. If your child is practising writing his or her name, it should begin with a capital letter and the other letters should all be lower case. Please do not teach your child to write in capitals as this can confuse them.

Research shows that children who are supported at home in learning to read and completing homework activities are more likely to progress quickly at school and gain full access to the school curriculum. The feeling of self confidence that a child gains when they see they are achieving is a great gift. We hope that you will give time at home to supporting your child in gaining this crucial life skill.

If you require any help or support in this, please speak to your key person or another member of staff who will be only too happy to offer you advice. 
