Reading activities for variety

Sometimes, the ‘you read, I’ll listen’ routine gets a bit stale. There are many ways you can vary how you read at home to make it more interesting for everyone!

In KS2, the ideal would be:
· At least 3 reads each week
· Around 10 – 15 minutes
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Amount of pages doesn’t matter

**********************************************************************************

Try:

· Older child reads to a younger sibling and briefly explains the story / text to them first.

· ‘My turn, your turn’: Parent reads a section then child reads the next section. You could encourage your child to ask you a question about the text you’ve read as well as you asking them a question.

· Try some ‘echo reading’ – read a sentence or a few sentences and then your child read the same section back to you, trying to copy your intonation.  This is great for increasing fluency. You could change the way you say the sentence and see how well you child listens – can they copy your intonation?

· ‘Speed reading’. This is helpful for increasing reading stamina (eg the amount your child can read in a certain time). Set a timer for eg 5 minutes. Challenge your child to read as much as possible of their book in that time, but warn them that you will be checking their understanding at the end so it is important not to skip bits! When the time is up, ask them a few questions about what they have just read – it is helpful to skim the text yourself first – to check that they have understood the sense of the text.

· Copycat: Adult reads a section, child scores them out of 10 for fluency/expression/attention to punctuation (they could give you some advice for improvement!) Then your child reads the same section and the adult scores them. Child can then read again, trying to make any suggested improvements.

· Ask your child to choose their favourite page from the book and show it to you. Ask questions like:
Why is it your favourite? Which part did you find interesting/funny…? Who else do you think might like to read this book and why? What score would you give this book out of 5 stars? If you could meet the author, what would you ask them?

· Ask your child to give you a summary of a particular page / section. You could challenge them to tell you in 3 sentences or less what the text is about.


· Ask ‘Why do you think…’ and ‘How do you know that….’ questions about what has just been read. This encourages them to justify how they know an answer, and you can encourage them to identify the exact words in the text that provide ‘evidence’.

· Play a ‘true or false’ game. This is a brilliant way of encouraging children to find evidence in the words on the page for a particular answer, because to answer your questions they should turn to the page and show you how they know whether what you said was true or false. 
Eg You might say: The character Sam was feeling excited about the football match – true or false? Then your child has to find proof for how Sam was feeling- eg they might say He was excited because he was hopping up and down. This works well for fiction and non-fiction texts – and they love proving you wrong!

The following ideas are best used in year 3 and 4:

· Play ‘fastest finger’: this is a game we use in guided reading to encourage children to skim read a page and find a word/phrase as quickly as possible by pointing at it. You can ask them a specific question about a page, eg Who was getting in the car? You could ask them to identify a type of word, eg Can you find an action word/ a verb? You could ask them a phonics style question if that is appropriate, eg Find me two words that have the long ‘ay’ sound.

· Play ‘spot my mistake’. Turn to a page in the book and tell your child that you will read out loud to them, but they have to follow along and listen carefully because you are going to make some mistakes that they have to spot. You can agree a silly word that they shout when they hear you say a wrong word. They then have to correct you. This is very helpful for children who tend to scan on in texts and miss words/lines out, because they have to follow with their eyes and ears.

· Play a game where you give your child a short list of words, eg 5, and a particular page/s to re-read. Their task is to check which of the words on the list actually appear on the page. You do need to make sure some of the words are on the pages otherwise it’s a frustrating game!! You can make it more challenging by choosing words that are very similar looking but not the same.



